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of private property on the English model, with a high proportion of English landowners. It was an unwise method for recommending a higher civilization. A learned Victorian once described English land law as " the most unmitigated nonsense ever put together by the perverted ingenuity of man." But perverted ingenuity enabled us to jockey Irishmen out of their land and replace them by honest, god-fearing Protestants. The process affected huge districts, reducing thousands to beggary or dependence. And England sent over too many Protestants who had neither honesty in them nor the fear of God. The black sheep of respectable families, the leaders of disreputable ones, became the landowners of Ireland.
For there was money to be made by the ingenious. Richard Boyle, a clever lawyer of shady reputation, had landed in Dublin with a hundred pounds and was now Earl of Cork, holding more land than any one in Ireland. He had even found profit in the Protestant Church. While the vaults of Dublin cathedral were wine and tobacco shops, and its Communion table a seat for servants and apprentices, while another church was a stable, another a tennis court (with the parson as marker), Lord Cork had bought up a large number of curacies, appointed curates at £25 a year, and kept £275 apiece for himself. He had put a relation into Lismore bishopric, and farmed its revenues, paying £100 and pocketing £5000. He drew £500 a year for repairing the cathedral, and the cathedral was ruinous.
The double process of robbing the Irish of their land and the English Church of its money was going on in a country barely recovered from the Elizabethan method-of reconquest—systematic starvation of whole counties, and no quarter for those who surrendered. Some would have pushed the business to its logical conclusion, the extinction of the Irish race. King James had tried to reintroduce Christianity into the hardened hearts of the settlers, and perhaps he did a little good. But his governors could

